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South Korea and North Korea with little Portuguese 
language ability sailed for Brazil. Some did become 
farmers. Many others, however, sold their clothes 
from their trunks on arrival and became garment ped-
dlers, replacing the Jewish and Armenian immigrants 
who had dominated the apparel trade in São Paulo and 
Buenos Aires. Thirty years later, some 50,000 Korean 
immigrants worked as entrepreneurs in the garment 
trade.

In the 1980s, an economic crisis changed the 
flow as many Brazilians left for the United States and 
Europe in search of work. Some of those leaving were 
the recent Korean immigrants, this time immigrating 
to New York and Los Angeles. They demonstrate a 
unique mix of Confucian and Latin American culture, 
prize business ownership (traditional Koreans look 
down on merchants), are apt to peck each other on the 

cheek and interact easily with others, and speak the language of their Latino production workers 
and buyers.

But now with a growing economy, record low unemployment, and a government encouraging 
filling jobs with immigrants, Brazil has again experienced increased immigration, including many 

from African countries, Europe, China, South Korea, 
and the United States. By 2009, Brazil’s foreign-born 
population constituted about 2.4% of the country’s 
population. (Table 10.2 shows the country of origin of 
Brazil’s immigrants based on the 2000 census.)

As with other countries in the Americas, Brazil has 
a rich immigration history from many countries and 
became a melting pot. What is unique is that Brazil 
may have the highest degree of intermarriage in the 
world. Nonetheless, Brazilian society has social and 
economic class differences between European descen-
dants (found more among the upper and middle classes) 
and African, indigenous, and multiracial descendants 
(found more among the lower classes). 

United States

The United States is host to more immigrants than any 
other nation. Some 45 million (20%) of the world’s pop-
ulation of 232 million immigrants reside in the United 
States (United Nations Population Division, 2013). As 
you read this section, compare how the United States 
has dealt with immigration to Israel, Western Europe, 
and Brazil. Perhaps the least understood immigration 

Country Percentage of Total Immigrants

Portugal  31.2

Japan 10.4

Italy   8.0

Spain   6.4

Paraguay   4.2

Argentina   4.0

Table 10.2 � Country of Origin of Brazilian 
Immigrants, 2000

Source: 2000 Brazilian Census.

Global Voices
Uncontrolled immigration threatens to deconstruct 
the nation we grew up in. . . . Balkanization 
beckons.

—Patrick J. Buchanan, The  
Death of the West (2002, p. 3)

It’s an act of love. It’s an act of commitment to 
your family. I honestly think that that is a different 
kind of crime. There should be a price paid, but it 
shouldn’t rile people up that people are actually 
coming to this country to provide for their families.

—Former Florida governor  
Jeb Bush (Fox News, April 6, 2014)

Once I thought to write a history of the immigrants 
in America. Then, I discovered that the immigrants 
were American history.

—Oscar Handlin, Pulitzer Prize–winning  
historian, in The Uprooted (1952, p. 3)


